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Background;

    Afghanistan country known for its struggles and war has faced devastated war effects which caused ruined systems and many scholars to leave country for a better life. The pathology services has suffered the most, every time when there was a small progress, the war and conflicts caused it to go years backward. There were no formal and training residency programs in Afghanistan. The only internationally published tumor study has been written was in 1968 by (Leslie .H Sobin MD), and recently some case reports in side country and some researches by individual studying out side has been done. (1) The pathology practice was mostly limited to universities. The efforts need to help develop the pathology services to fulfill the needs of growing burden of diseases and cancers in increasing population of the country. 

Status and progress; 
  During the years of war and soviet occupation the Kabul Medical University was the only active pathology center with limited resources and no formal trained pathologist. There were both afghan and foreign pathologists practicing at the universities. CURE international hospital started established the first ever pathology residency program by Dr Asa Barnes and approved by ministry of Public health, with assistance of World Wide labs in the year 2007 (2). 
The training was supervised by visiting pathologists from USA, Canada, Brazil and a panel of consultants who are helping the training through Tele-pathology. Annually approximately 2000 cases are being signed out in the center, though the three residents graduate from the program don’t have international qualifications (2-4). 
The Tele-pathology has been a great help in this regard which helped pathologist provide better services and solve some puzzuling case which published as rare case reports. (4-5) 

As the security status and terror attacks increased it caused overseas faculties to stop visiting the hospital, but the training is being continuous by the graduates from the program.  

French Medical Institute for Children (FMIC) has started their four years pathology residency program in the year 2013 which is supported by Aga Khan University hospital Karachi Pakistan and French government, has planed to start well equipped and developed pathology services with Immuno-histochemical and special stains, which will further help development of pathology services in the country (3). Although the IHCs have not been started yet.  
Also there are some individual pathology centers working privately in kabul, Mazar e sharif and Herat provinces (2), which has been helped by Tele-Pathology services provided from German doctors. (5)
The pathologists from the centers mentioned established the first Association of pathologists Afghanistan (APA) which will help to link the pathologists with other societies and standardize the pathology services and training in Afghanistan. 
The association includes most of the active pathologists in country and aims to reach goals for better pathology education and practice.  
Conclusion;   
   The pathology services in Afghanistan are not adequate and developed enough to fulfill the needs of our people from all over Afghanistan, still many patients are visiting neighboring countries. We need to reach our goals and match the requirements for modern pathology and to help our next generation of pathologists.      
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