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AIM – SIGN & Trust guidelines state platelets should be checked 24 hours prior to administering LMWH. Audit reviewing adherence to guidelines. 
		
METHOD - Retrospective study looking at all in-patients (n=2022) who received LMWH in 3-month period (June – August 2018). Laboratory and E-prescribing data used to record time of most recent platelet check and time of first LMWH administration respectively.

Interventions after Cycle 1 results:
· Departmental presentations recommending platelet check prior to prescribing LMWH
· E-mail reminder of same

Repeated in March - May 2019 (n=2105). Analysed using Fisher’s exact test; (P < 0.01 considered statistically significant) 

RESULTS

[bookmark: _GoBack]Cycle 1 (n = 2022); 88.48% (1789) platelets checked before first dose LMWH. 	
Cycle 2 (n = 2105); 88.98% (1872) platelets checked before first dose LMWH 

The Fisher exact test statistic value was 0.6581. Result was not significant at p < 0.01.

Cycle 1: 80.56% (1629) platelets checked within 24 hours prior to first dose LMWH
Cycle 2: 78.91% (1661) platelets checked within 24 hours prior to first dose LMWH 

The Fisher exact test statistic value was 0.0213. Result was not significant at p < 0.01.

CONCLUSION

After intervention, we aimed for 90% of patients having their platelets checked within 24 hours prior to LMWH Administration. We had an Improvement of 0.5% in overall platelets being checked prior to first dose LMWH. However, a Fall by 1.65% in platelets checked within the recommended 24 hours prior. There is room for improvement by education of doctors, pharmacists and advances in current e-prescribing reminders.


