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ABSTRACT

The most troublesome intra-operative hazard during thoracic surgery is haemorrhage, with a majority of cases being of venous origin. The azygos venous system is a highly variable network of veins positioned within the posterior mediastinum, putting it at considerable risk in several scenarious; both surgical and non- surgical. Following dissection of three thoraces, the previously mentioned variability can be appreciated and anatomical relationships with surrounding structures has been further demonstrated. Congenital and acquired abnormalities of the azygos venous system further increase the risk of complications occurring. Knowledge of these variations, abnormalities as well as relationship with surrounding structures is essential for surgeons operating within the posterior mediastinum. Pre-operative investigations to assess for any abnormalities of the network of veins can improve the outcome of surgery and reduce risks of intra-operative iatrogenic damage to the azygos system of veins.
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