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 ABSTRACT-Stroke is the leading causing of morbidity and mortaliy worldwide and long term disability among adults in industrialized countries.It is the third most common cause of death after heart attack and cancer and has immense negative social and economic effects. High sensitive C-reactive protein (hsCRP) is a sensitive marker of inflammation and tissue injury in the arterial wall.CRP is a glycoprotein produced by the liver and plays a vital role in the development of atherosclerotic disease in cardiac and cerebral circulation. As a marker of infection and inflammation, high Hs -CRP has been associated with acute stroke. TNF- alpha is a cytokine with varied proinflammatory actions including endothelial leukocyte adhesion  molecule  expression.Inflammatory markers are being explored to aid  in stroke diagnosis.The present study aimed  to compare the levels of plasma TNF-alpha levels and Hs-CRP  levels between ischemic stroke patients and controls.TNF-alpha levels  differed highly significantly (p<0.001) between stroke patients and controls. The level of Hs-CRP  was also significantly higher (p<0.001) compared to controls.Both the markers  are not only a significant marker of  inflammation  but also a prognostic factor for ischemic stroke.
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