
The 1st state-wide study investigating the perceptions of stroke care in an eastern USA state, was conducted in 2010.  This study identified lack of documentation of stroke pathway/orders as one of the reasons affecting outcomes of care.  Compliance with stroke care guidelines revealed hospitals, certified stroke centers and those hospitals not certified as stroke centers, followed appropriate and recommended care for acute stroke 87% of the time.  The issue that was identified as a reason for the missed measures at some hospitals was related to lack of documentation of stroke care.    Lack of documentation reflects missed core measures- documentation of core measures are necessary for designated stroke centers to maintain their certification.   
The need for guideline compliance for acute stroke care is an ongoing problem for all health care facilities, those designated as stroke centers and those without stroke center designation.  This study recommended that hospitals implement processes to address the deficiencies in stroke guideline compliance and identified that process changes may be necessary to improve compliance on these core measures to improve stroke outcomes of care.
In 2017, a second state-wide stroke study was conducted in implementing the recommendations for improving stroke core measure compliance.  This study identified the necessity of educating Advanced Practice Nurses (APNs) in stroke core measure management as well as staff nurses to monitor compliance in care management.  Staff nurses have the ability to notify APNs for order management to assure compliance with stroke guidelines for care.  APNs are front line staff in most acute care hospitals with prescribing capabilities; however, they may not be knowledgeable in the measures needed to manage stroke patients.  Providing an education program highlighting the necessary measures needed would provide an advantage to our patients as well as keeping the health care facility in compliance with stroke management protocols. Utilizing this process, the attendees of a stroke specific education program reported increasing their knowledge of managing stroke patients as well as increasing their proficiency level in care processes.  
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