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Abstract 
With the rise of social media and smartphones, millennials increasingly report meeting their romantic partners through mobile dating apps. Yet there is concern that this may also be the reason behind increases in sexually transmitted infection (STI) rates among young adults. This study examines whether contextual factors affect young adults’ perceived STI risk and engagement in sexual risk behaviors. In addition, we compare sexual histories among app users and non-users. We recruited our sample from 111 college Facebook groups over a 10-week period. Depending on their sexual orientation, participants were presented with 1 of 32 scenarios varying in levels of perceived risk. They answered questions pertaining to their sexual decision making, relationship status, dating app and sexual experience, condom usage, and STI testing experience. A total of 4,429 eligible participants between the ages of 18-24 completed the survey. Participants were more likely to believe that their partner had a greater number of sexual partners and engaged in casual sex if the scenario involved either a male partner, perceived high-risk location, or one-night stand. They were more likely to enforce condom usage if their partner was male. Lastly, they were more likely to ask about their partner’s STI status if the scenario involved a male partner or one-month dating. Among sexually active participants, dating app usage was associated with sexual experience and having casual relationships, more sexual partners, higher perceived STI risk, and STI testing. While over half of the sexually active participants had inconsistent condom usage and had not been tested for STIs, they generally reported low perceived STI risk. Dating app users are more likely to engage in sexual risk behaviors and to have had STI testing. Thus, dating apps can be a useful platform for increasing STI knowledge and reducing the incidence of STIs among their users.
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Gender CasualSex**  #of Sexual Partners®® Insist Condom** sk STI Status®*

o 69 58 87 60
Female 66 52 81 53

Note: **P<.01

Meeting location Casual Sex** # of Sexual Partners** Insist Condom Ask STI Status Perceived Risk**

=] 71 49 87 60 5.4
Bar 68 48 85 57 49
House Party 68 46 85 58 53
Library 67 a4 85 59 42
Table 2. Effects of Meeting Location on Sexual Decision Making

Note: **P<.01

Mutual Friends CasualSex  # of SexualPartners InsistCondom  Ask STI Status.

0 mutual friends 68 a7 86 5.9
5 mutual friends 68 46 85 5.8

Table 3. Effects of Mutual Friends on Sexual Decision Making

Time before Sexual Activity Casual Sex** #of Sexual Partners** Insist Condom  Ask STI Status®
One-night stand 71 53 86 57
One-month dating 66 a1 85 60

Table 4. Effects of Time before Sexual Activity on Sexual De
Note: *P<.05; **p<.01
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