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Gender is an important social determinant to acknowledge when trying to understand the evolution of the HIV pandemic. Through analysis of various UNAIDS policy documents, this research explores specifically how men and women are portrayed and discussed in HIV guidelines and the implications that gender norms and stereotypes may have on the success of HIV programmes.

[bookmark: _GoBack]This analysis revealed that stylised gender norms are often used when discussing an individual’s HIV risk and prevention recommendations. There were also differences in how men and women were targeted for HIV prevention, one of the main findings being that men were often recommended biomedical interventions, with few guidelines recognising the need to address men’s social behaviour. In addition, all of the documents focusing on men discussed the consequent impact they may have on a womans HIV risk. However, many publications aimed at women focus purely on ‘empowerment’ yet, often did not acknowledge the need to involve men in empowerment initiatives for successful HIV prevention.  

The findings suggest that stylised gender stereotypes are embedded in HIV prevention, possibly impacting the effectiveness of these prevention programmes. Social norms held amongst men were often overlooked, which could be the result of policymakers considering biomedical programmes as less complex, power-neutral initiatives which are easier to implement on a wider scale. Men are also not often encouraged to engage in female prevention programmes, which raises the question of how successful can gender equality be if men are not educated alongside women on the importance of challenging social norms? 
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