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An overview of cutaneous leishmaniasis in an endemic area (Morocco)
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Cutaneous leishmaniasis (CL) is a neglected tropical disease with a worldwide distribution. The disease is endemic and considered as a major public health problem in many countries, including Morocco. Three major species are responsible for this disease in Morocco, namely Leishmania major, Leishmania tropica, and Leishmania infantum. Phlebotomus papatasi and Phlebotomus sergenti are the most common vectors for the spread of L. major and L. tropica, respectively. P. ariasi and P. perniciosus are reported to be the vectors of L. infantum. For the control and prevention of leishmaniasis, a national programme has been implemented. Control activities include vector and reservoir control, active and passive case detection alongside early treatment free of charge and health education. According to the Ministry of Health records, CL caused by L. tropica has the largest geographical distribution in Morocco. The number of CL cases varied according to regions and provinces. All ages are affected by the different forms of disease, with higher occurrence in younger age (≤ 14 years), and young children (≤ 4 years) are at high risk for CL. Additionally, a similar trend  of the disease was recorded in both genders with a slight, but not significant, increase in females. The total number of cases decreased significantly from 8707 cases in 2010 to 4946 in 2016. CL continues to pose a real challenge in many countries because it is difficult to control, requiring intervention of other stakeholders in addition to the health sector. 
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