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ABSTRACT
Introduction
STI (Sexually transmitted Infections),including HIV(Human Immunodeficiency Virus) mainly effect sexually active people, most of whom are young adults- this has been substantiated by the fact that  HIV/AIDS is a global pandemic. 1 As of 2014, approximately 37 million people have HIV worldwide with the number of new infections that year being about 2 million.2 Many reports  show that in India, the number of young women living with HIV/AIDS is twice as that of young men. WHO – Department of Child and Adolescents health and Development has reported that highest  rates of STIs are found among people between 15 and 24 yrs.  Sexual liberation has given a false belief among the youth to practice and give in to their sexual feelings more freely and become invariably vulnerable to HIV and STDs. Easy contact and stimuli from mobile phones, internet and social media are  encouraging premature sexual activity more commonly these days. STIs are associated with complications , infertility urinary retention, chronic renal failure among males.  Females suffer from sequelae like  pelvic inflammatory disease, dyspareunia, infertility ,chronic pelvic pain ,increase risk of ectopic pregnancies ,and poor fetal outcomes like abortions ,still births, prenatal and neonatal morbidities. India has reported that 35% of all HIV / AIDS Infections in India occur amongst young people in the age group of 15 – 24yrs of age .In India the RMNCHA programme focusses on adolescent health including prevention and control of STIs, contraception and health education. This National programme also states that schools and colleges  should serve as a platform to council and educate the adolescents on risk behaviour modifications .With this background, this study was conducted to document the knowledge and beliefs regarding contraception, HIV/AIDS and STIs among young adults attending college in a peri-urban area of Bangalor.This study would help in identifying gaps in knowledge regarding contraception, HIV/AIDS and STIs, which could then be incorporated  into the learning curriculum for young adults in educational institutions. Methodology & Theoretical Orientation: A face-validated questionnaire was administered to the students. The questionnaire recorded socio-demographic data, and knowledge and beliefs regarding contraception (14 items), STIs and HIV/AIDS (23 items). Each correct answer was given a score of 1. Findings: A total of 420  subjects were included in the study.Our study involved subjects who belonged to the age group of 18-25 with a mean age of 20 years. It was noticed that gender,age ,socioeconomicstatus,parent educational status played a important role in the awareness and knowledge practices among the participants. Conclusion & Significance: Our study showed that gender and education level of the mother impacted the knowledge of contraception and HIV / Aids / STIs respectively.  The source of information with respect to STI was varied and majority of the students had their own beliefs and taboos which could be a potential risk factor in the transmission of HIV/AIDS.
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Notes/Comments:
              
Respected Sir /Madam,
[bookmark: _GoBack] I am a student from Saint Johns National Academy Of Health Sciences, Bangalore. .I have recently received my MBBS degree and serving rural India as a bond as per the mission of our college hospital to serve the underserved areas of our country. I would be most honored if I am given the opportunity to present at the conference. Since I’m working in a mission hospital in the rural area, requesting you to kindly sponsor me for the conference.
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