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Background
Cryptococcus neoformans is one of the most common opportunistic pathogen in individuals with Acquired Immuno Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS). It causes an estimated 1 million cases of cryptococcal meningitis (CM) per year among HIV/AIDS and resulting in 600,000
deaths per year. Cryptococcal antigen (CrAg), a biologic marker of
cryptococcal infection, is detectable in sera in median of 3 weeks
before symptoms of meningitis appear and
is most commonly found in patients with CD4 <100 cells/mm3.
Methods
This was a cross sectional, study conducted in HIV Reference unit, National public health laboratory from July to December 2015. Whole blood sample was used to determine CD4 counts by flow cytometry using the BD fluorescent-activated cell sorter system. Cryptococcal antigen testing was performed on plasma using the Cryptococcal Latex Agglutination test an antibody-agglutination reaction.
Results 
The overall prevalence of positive serum cryptococcal antigen was 18.2% (18 of 99) by using Cryptococcal antigen lateral flow assay. The mean age of the patients were 38 years ranging from 13 to 69 years. The study comprised 72 (72.8%) males and 27 females (27.2%). 
Conclusions 
Lateral flow easy is simple test which can be done at any ART site without need of any specialized instrument providing results in short time. 

