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Abstract
   Anatomically the intervertebral disc is an avascular structure and the paradiscal arteries split on either side of the disc and reach the subchondral region of the upper and lower end plates of each disc. This arterial supply of the vertebra favours subchondral bone involvement on either side of the disc. Tuberculosis (TB) is caused by Mycobacterium tuberculosis complex, which has around 60 species and only Mycobacterium tuberculosis (the most common). The primary site of infections can be in the lungs, lymph nodes of the mediastinum, mesentery, gastrointestinal tract, genitourinary system, or any other viscera.  Spinal infection is always secondary and is caused by hematogenous dissemination of the bacillus from a primary focus.TB results in granulomatous inflammation characterized by lymphocytic infiltration and epithelioid cells, which may merge to form the classical Langhans-type giant cells and end up in caseating necrosis of affected tissues forming cold abscess. With progressive destruction of the vertebral body, deformation of spine causes kyphosis. Backache is the most common of all symptoms. During the active stage, it is primarily due to inflammation of the bone and rarely can be radicular in nature. Rest pain at the involved level is pathognomic and the intensity is proportional to the amount of bone destruction and instability. Constitutional symptoms such as loss of weight, loss of appetite, fever, and malaise are more frequently associated with Pulmonary TB than spinal TB..
A 75 year old man presented with severe back ache for a longer period and the genitourinary CT revealed hypodense areas in the prostate, suggesting prostate malignancy with secondaries in the vertebral bodies. His ESR and alkaline phosphatase were elevated. He was treated with ciprofloxacin and amickacin intravenously for 2 weeks and his alkaline phosphatase became normal and symptom free. It was concluded as primary prostatic tuberculous infection with secondary involvement of spine via hematogenous dissemination, The patient was put on antituberculous drugs and advised to continue at least for 6 months and then review.
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