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Title
Schistosomiasis presenting as an intramedullary spinal cord tumorImmigration and travel to endemic areas improve diagnosis and treatment of Schistosomiasis.

Introduction 
More than 80% of the estimated 200 million people live in Sub-Saharan Africa. 	Comment by Prof. LC Padayachy: Complete this statement
Transverse myelitis, myeloradicular pain, and pseudotumor are common. 
The history of Immigration and travelling to endemic areas improves the diagnosis	Comment by Prof. LC Padayachy: This is clearly a cut and paste !! needs to read more coherently 

CASE
8years old originally from Mozambique. 
RReferred from pediatric oncology.  	Comment by Prof. LC Padayachy: Need to add more detail

History	Comment by Prof. LC Padayachy: Don’t need separate headings here, so combine as one paragraph
Progressively weakness of the lower limbs for 4month. 
Back and Leg pain radiating down to the lower limbs, 
hHistory of swimming in rivers in Mozambique prior to symptoms and 
dDysuria.  


He was found to have Examination 
Lower back pain at T10 to L1 level,  high 
High steppingStepping gait. 


Investigation revealed  
hHematuria and , 3 trace protein 
 
RadiologicalProtein.  findings
MRI showed 05/02/2019 
an iIntramedullary lesion at T11 to L1 and 
bBladder lesion 

Pre op
Already on praziquantel 

Intra op 
. Laminoplast of T12 and L1 and 
mMyelotomy done, 
Inflamed spinal cord tissue with no evidence of spinal cord changes

Post op
No neurological fall o.ut




Differential diagnosis   Differential diagnosis is 
eEpeindymoma, 
Astrocytoma, 
Lymphomas Lymphomas and 
Schistosomiasis





[bookmark: _GoBack]DISCUSSION
Three Common types of schistosomiasis Sare S. mansoni, S. haematobium, and S. japonicum. 
S. mansoni is  mostthe most commoncommon 85% reported cases.) 
S. haematobium less common (14%).
Myeloradicular most common (56%) in adult
Pseudotumor symptom common in children 15 %. 
In a review of 63 cases of SM in Brazil neurological findings, lower limb weakness, pain, and bladder dysfunction. 
Malawi were paraparesis (100%), inability to walk (87.5%), and bladder dysfunction 31%. 
Our patient presented with lower back pain, dysuria, and weakness of lower extremities., 
MRI suggests the possibility of schistosomiasis, M CS
Examination of urine and stool OR rectal biopsy is sufficient for starting treatment. 

Praziquantel with or without concomitant steroids is the standard treatment of choice, 
Conus medullaris disease best prognosis with 100% recovery.

IMPORTANCE 
Schistosomiasis should be in the differential diagnosis of any patient with unexplained myelopathy who has traveled to or lived in an endemic area.




 

 
  






