Theoretical and Empirical Challenges to Social Thought and Health: Individualization and Health in Brazil

[bookmark: _GoBack]This work is insert in the limits of public health, and explores the intersection of social and medical sciences.
In Brazil, in the 1970s, the public health field incorporated social scientists and developed an epistemological discussion about the health object, specifically on: biological-social relations in medical clinics, technological mediation and medical practice, and social production of health-disease.
The processes of individualization in the contemporary world are central to the social production of health, and technological incorporation and the biologic-social mediation are fundamental here. These processes also affect social policies, establishing a scenario in which health becomes hostage and, paradoxically, the driving force of individualization.
It is proposed, here, to discuss these issues around two central axes: the epistemological aspects of the health object and individualization, today; the individualization process within respect to health practices and policies, based on empirical researches carried out in Brazil.
