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Abstract Title.
   DEVELOPING STRATEGIC APPROACHES TO  PROMOTE  SEXUAL  REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH AND RIGHTS, NAKURU COUNTY, KENYA.
 Background.  
  Women and girls in the county encounter violations  and abuses of their sexual reproductive health and rights  based on gender inequality,  deeply rooted cultural norms , values , practices and attitudes in form of female genital mutilation , forced early marriages , wife inheritance   with negative health impacts ranging from  HIV infections and STIs ,  , heavy bleeding and  long term reproductive health challenges  such as fistula, cyst .  Sexual reproductive health rights are being promoted by non governmental organizations with encouraging progress.
Methods.
 Study was carried out May – November 2017 to  develop effective  intervention strategies to  combat factors that perpetuate and promote  violations of womens  reproductive health  and rights. Structured open -ended discussions , questionnaires , interviews undertaken engaging  , human rights activists , civil society organizations , religious leaders , women parliamentarians   key stakeholders involved in   lobbying and advocacy , policy making  for protection and promotion of sexual reproductive health and rights of women and girls ,traditional leaders as  custodians of cultures. Literature review.
Results.
 Study noted sexual violence  and assault  is rampant in form of rape, female genital mutilation and  survivors lack access to  legal- medical  support  and care  services , justice. Gender inequality  contributes to violations and abuses of rights of women and girls ranging from lack of access to education and information  ,health . Matters related to sex are not discussed in public compromising access to information, education on human rights ,and women have no space for participation on  matters that affect their reproductive health/ rights ,  voice their concerns . Laws  enacted to  address gender-based violence , sexual violence are made by men often in their favour at the expense of women. Law enforcement agents lack knowledge and capacity to address sexual reproductive health abuses. HIV prevention programmes  are gender biased.
Conclusions
 Address gender dimensions of HIV/STIs. Educate and engage men especially traditional  elders   on negative effects   of sexual violence . Empower women to  access health and rights . Ensure survivors of sexual violence access justice. Reform and implement laws on sexual  violence.

