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Abstract
As India is diverse in its ethnicity, the marriage and childbearing play a significant role in determining the future of the country. The objective of this study is to find out the marriage pattern and fertility behavior in India based on three decade of censuses. Marriage patterns are changing with higher age at marriage; increasing ever marriage and reducing adolescent marriages, increasing divorce and separation rates. From the analysis of marital distribution and fertility of ever-married population of India it can be seen that even the age at marriage is increased in India in last thirty years, the huge numbers of marriages are taking place below the legal age at marriage constituted by law. Results also suggest that the divorce and separation rate is higher among male in early ages of marriage; also, the divorce rate is more among females. Except for early ages, female divorce and separation rate per 1000 male is high. Fertility was captured from child ever born and parity from 1991 to 2011 census data. The Children ever born to Indian ever-married women were 3.1 in the year 1991, which has decreased in the recent census (2.7).  Fertility levels show declining trend but almost 17 percent of ever-married women having more than five parity in 2011 census. Changes in fertility pattern were on the way in India because of improved women education, reduced TFR, increasing age at marriage and declining early age mortality. The 90’s decade considered as a start to modernization process in India, the shift in marriage process can be seen throughout last thirty years in the country. 
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