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Abstract
General social stereotypes characterize women with disabilities as asexual, invisible, and stigmatized. Sexualizing women with disabilities therefore becomes taboo. The goal of this study was to understand the lived experiences of women living with disabilities pertaining to their sexualities. The theoretical underpinnings of the study were influenced by Oliver (1983) Social Model of Disability and Foucault (1963) ideas on Power, Sexuality and Bio-Power. This was achieved through a qualitative research methodology that specifically utilised life history interviews. The main findings of the study were that women living with disabilities face challenges in establishing and maintaining intimate relationships. Challenges were also noted in sexual expression where lack of sexual pleasure generally, and orgasm specifically, was reported by all the women. In addition, very high levels of sexual abuse were reported and challenges in accessing Sexual Reproductive Health facilities were common to all. The study concluded that women living with disabilities do have a sexual life but they still face sexual oppression and their agency is still limited hence there is need for societal change of attitude in order to accommodate the sexual needs of women living with disabilities.

