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The world today recognizes the significance of environmental sustainability to the development of nations. Hence, the role oil and gas industry plays in environmental degrading activities such as gas flaring is of global concern. This research examines the need to redress gas flaring activity in Nigeria considering the negative social-economic effects of this unethical practice. This research makes use of both qualitative and quantitative data to investigate the socio-economic effects of gas flaring on peoples’ well-being in Port Harcourt city, Nigeria. The qualitative data was carried out using an in-depth interview to investigate the perception of the people on effects of government policies concerning gas flaring while quantitative data involves data collected from Nigerian National Petroleum Commission (NNPC) on gas flaring to study the trend from year 2000-2015 while complimenting the peoples’ responses on the interview conducted. The author observe that gas flaring became endemic in Nigeria because the nation’s regulatory agency lack the political will to stop gas flaring recklessness of the major multinational oil companies. The research also found that gas flaring negatively affects not only the peoples’ socio-economic activities but also harm the environment as well as contributing to the global climate change.

The author therefore recommend on the need for policy makers to be more proactive in enforcing extant gas policy and sanctioning erring multinational oil companies. This research concludes that the negative impact of gas flaring can be redressed through the formulation of national gas flaring policy, enforcement of national policy and international protocols on gas flaring, sanctioning of culpable multinational companies, optimal gas utilization through energy liberalization, adoption of public private partnership (PPP) model and genuine political will on the part of government.
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