The Success in Waste Recycling Entrepreneurship in a Developing Country: What Logic Really Matters

Abstract
Despite increased knowledge on the role played by small-scale recycling businesses in protecting the environment and creating jobs, a considerable number of them are barely surviving or have been completely unsuccessful. This paper aims to shed light on why some recycling businesses are successful while others that follow the same paths are unsuccessful. Using a unique qualitative study based on interviews with 20 key actors drawn from 10 different formal waste recycling enterprises and their 25 stakeholders, we found that the obstacles to small scale businesses are (1) the embeddedness of these entrepreneurs in informal institutions that are not in symmetry with formal institutional logics and (2) the formal institutional failures. Obstacles to successful small-scale recycling businesses are ranging from administrative, social, cognitive to business environment, which are reflecting local formal established regulations and local culture, values, norms and beliefs which are socially accepted. These issues have been discussed within a broader discourse on entrepreneurship in the (in) formal sector by exploring the significance of the informal economy and assessing its impacts on African entrepreneurship performance. The article concludes by discussing the theoretical and policy implications of these findings.
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