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Statement of the problem:

Nigeria is an oil producing country and as such the production of plastic is relatively cheap. In Lagos Africa’s most populous city, millions of plastic bags and bottles are used and disposed each minute. According to data from Lagos State Waste Management Authority, the state generates about 10,000MT of waste per day (3,650,000MTPA). Plastic waste is about 15% (Lagos State Development Plan 2013) of the total waste generated in Lagos, making plastic the second highest type of waste generated in Lagos. The effects of prevalent disposal methods are alarming. Carbon monoxide and cancer-causing fluorocarbons are emitted in the breathable air with each burning. Sustainable development is inclusive of environmental production and as such this study seeks to examine the relationship between environmental protection and the existing plastic waste management system in Lagos, Nigeria with a view to identifying how plastic waste management can be improved using circular economy approach in Lagos, Nigeria.

Methodology: Materials used for this study include official documents of Lagos State Ministry of Environment, Lagos State Waste Management Agency(LAWMA), Lagos State Environmental Protection Agency(LASEPA), etc. The methods used were descriptive statistics. Findings: Most of the plastic packaging used in Lagos are only used once and disposed; only a small percentage is used more than once.  Waste disposal in Lagos is usually not separated from source. The main collectors of waste in Lagos are the PSPs (Private sector participation) operators working with the Lagos State Waste Management Agency. 

Conclusion & Significance: Plastic is popular and offers unequalled functional benefits but its use can be optimized by reusing and recycling. As such we can conserve non-renewable fossil, reduce the consumption of energy used, reduce the amount of solid waste going to landfill, reduce the emission of gases into the atmosphere.  
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