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ABSTRACT
Rare diseases are still silent causes of morbidity and mortality in the developing countries, despite recent advancement in their management, and the high demand of the orphan drugs among the sufferers. Lack of knowledge about the cause, diagnosis, investigations and management of some rare diseases among health workers has resulted in patient being mis informed that the diseases are only treatable in western countries or have no treatment. Patients some times receive trial and error treatments and if the treatment fails, they opt to go for traditional healers, shop sold drugs and religious interventions among others, at last they spend a lot of money without being cured. Some patients travel abroad to access the required treatment abroad, which is very expensive. Others take the rare diseases as supernatural diseases since the health workers have failed to give them the diagnosis.
Deaths caused by rare diseases are ussualy reported as other ‘causes of death’ without a specific diagnosis in other developing countries. As a result, the countries lack specific data on which rare disease needs government attention in terms of procurement of drugs. And at the end  the diseases are given a chance to continue troubling our communities while the required drugs are epxiring somewhere.
According to my experence, selling orphan drugs at affordable cost to the big pharmacies in the developing countries who would be doing product promotion, supplyng the orphan drugs to the retail pharmacies, private and government hospitals would make the access to the orphan drugs easy, this is working for other drugs in my country . And also promoting rare diseases as a world program, just as t has been done with the cancer of the cervix, This would attract attenton from countries and organisations towards the rare diseases. Training the health workers in developing countries about rare diseases would take the whole community from the darkness and would speed up the usage of orphan drugs and at the end reducing morbidity and mortality in the communities. The patients, organisations and the countries are willing to purchase the drugs but but the health workers they trust have no information and no data to give.
Conclusion: the orphan drugs are in high demand among the communities but the care providers have no information about the rare diseases. As a result, the ones in need to purchase the drugs, patients are not given right information and right treatment and the health ministries receive incomplete reports. This is a major contributing factor to the lower utilistion of orphan drugs in the developing countries. Therefore running rare disease as a world program would bring more knowledge and attention to the orphan drugs.
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