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Introduction: Use of generic medicines significantly reduces the cost of medicines to both governments and patients. The adoption of generic drugs in medical practices is a complex phenomenon and many determinants can affect it. Physicians play a key role in controlling this phenomenon and their decision in prescribing generic drugs is likely to be affected by many factors. Understanding general practitioners’ perception of the quality and efficacy of generics may help identify potential barriers to greater generic medication use.

Objective: To assess the perception, attitude and practice of general practitioners towards prescribing generic medicines in the emergency room of public hospitals in Khartoum, Sudan. 

Methods: A hospital-based descriptive cross-sectional study was implemented. All of the Emergency rooms in public hospitals of Khartoum Sudan were assessed. The data was collected through a standardized questionnaire (Annex). The data were analysed through the Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) version 21.0 (IBM SPSS Inc., Chicago, IL) was used.
Results: The predominant gender was females who account for 53% per cent of the sample, while males were 47%. According to the distribution of general practitioners understanding, 72% had a good understanding of generic medicines while 28% had a poor understanding of generic medicine. According to the distribution of general practitioners perception, 64% of had, good perceptions towards generic medicines while 36% had poor perceptions towards generic medicine. According to the distribution of general practitioners attitude, 68% had a good attitude towards prescribing generic medicines while 32% had poor perceptions of generic medicine.

Conclusion: Generally, good understanding, perceptions and attitudes among general practitioners towards prescribing generic medicines in the emergency room of public hospitals was observed in Khartoum, Sudan. Majority of the GPs think that generic medicines locally manufactured in Sudan are not following Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP) guidelines as multinationals.
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