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The rural population faces health disparities when compared to the urban population. An understudied potential cause of these health disparities is rural underemployment, leading to multiple job holding (MJH) which increases the time costs to access medical care. To address this gap I use data from the 2008-2012 Medical Expenditure Panel Survey to examine the relationship between the rural population, income-underemployment, MJH, and measures of healthcare access and health outcome.  I find that rural residency is associated with income-underemployment and MJH. However, I find insignificant or unexpected direction results for rural MJH with measures of health care access. For a measure of health outcome I find a significant result in the opposite expected direction. This may be a function of the endogeneity of MJH.
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