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Abstract (300 word limit)
On a global scale, maternal mortality rates fell by nearly 44% over the past 25 years, to an estimated 216 maternal deaths per 100,000 live births in 2015. A closer look at these figures reveals that the rates of progress towards the attainment of better indicators have not been the same across all regions of the world. Whilst the developed nations have made significant progress in the reduction of the maternal mortality rate, the developing regions accounted for approximately 99% of the global maternal deaths in 2015. Sub- Saharan Africa alone accounted for roughly 66% of all maternal deaths in 2015 with Nigeria representing 19% of this regional figure. Given that Nigeria only accounts for 2% of the world’s population, these figures are extremely alarming. 

Over the years, the inefficiency of the primary health care system in Nigeria has led to the emergence of alternative caregivers who are attempting to fill the gaps. Poor quality of health facilities, lack of access to health facilities, lack of trained health professionals and costs associated with pregnancy have all influenced women to seek services elsewhere. This phenomenon is most evident in the area of maternal health with the use of traditional birth attendants and prayer houses, which have unskilled hands to fill the gaps. The use of traditional birth attendants has had a widespread and adverse impact on the primary health care system which will have long-term implications. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]



Recent Publications
The Use of Traditional Birth Attendants and Faith Based Birth Attendants in Cross River State and the Impact on the Global Maternal Mortality Rate, Journal of Gynecology and Reproductive Medicine, 2017 

Effect of Free Maternal Health Care Program on Health-seeking Behaviour of Women during Pregnancy, Intra-partum and Postpartum Periods in Cross River State of Nigeria: A Mixed Method Study, Journal of Medical Sciences, 2014

Co-researcher of first known group study ever conducted on the ‘Knowledge, Attitude, and Practice of Disease Notification among Doctors in Cross River State’ 2010






   







[image: PhotoGrid_1503086344198]              Biography (150 word limit)
Dr Betta Edu is a trained medical doctor and has a MA in Public Health in Developing Countries from the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. She has attended and completed further health qualifications from the WHO, Harvard University and the University of Washington. She is the youngest Director General of a Primary Health Care Development Agency in Nigeria, managing all primary health care programs and services in Cross River State. She is a recognized leader for the positive impact made in strengthening the primary health care system in the State. Her career focus and life’s passion is to ensure equitable health care for all. 

Email: bettaedu@gmail.com




Notes/Comments:







image1.jpeg
Photography

N





