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Abstract 
Child Labor in Bidi Factories: Current Situation and Way Forward

Sushanta Kumar Singha
Senior Reporter, Jamuna Television
Dhaka, Bangladesh

Bidi is one of the major tobacco products consumed in Bangladesh. There are 280 thousand workers in 117 Bidi factories and a significant proportion of these workers are children. It is important to explore the child labor situation in Bidi factories to highlight the need for regulating this harmful sector not only as a priority area for tobacco control but also to ensure that children are protected from hazardous child labor in light of the prevailing laws. 
The study was conducted in four region of Bangladesh with highest concentration of Bidi factories. A total of 160 child labour (aged 7-14 years) and 160 parents of those child interviewed by household semi structured survey questionnaire. In addition, 28 in-depth interviews were conducted among experienced workers, factory managements and doctors
Survey findings revealed that about half of the respondents’ child was working in the factories for 2-4 years. 4 out of 10 children worked over six hours a day and 8 out of 10 child worked over three hours a day. A quarter of the working children had dropped out of school. None of the children were found to have used protective gears like masks or gloves during work. As a result, more than 8 out of 10 child workers feel sick during their work in Bidi factories. More than 60 percent were getting less than 50 Taka ($ 0.75 cents) daily.
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