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Introduction
Sense of belongingness and cultural identity are often based on the individual’s descent, personality development as well as local community’s impact. Immigrants face the disruption of cultural identity in an unfamiliar sociocultural system, leading to problems of adaptation to a new society, whereas the host society encounters the increasing of social tension. Societies are progressively becoming multiethnic worldwide, therefore the need to study cultural and social adaptation of migrants has been increasingly recognized, especially in the scope of the recent migrant and refugee crisis across Europe. In an attempt to understand the process of transitioning from the original culture to the involvement with the host culture we established this study.
Aim
To assess of personal self-esteem in the acculturation of Russian-speaking immigrants from the former USSR in New Zealand, and to classify them into different levels of identiﬁcation with their original and the host cultures.
Methods

Respondents were subjects from territories of the former USSR, residing in New Zealand. We have studied a total of 118 participants (38.1% male, 61.9% female) with a mean age of 35.4 years (SD=8.9). 11.0% of participants have completed school and college levels of education, 82.2% – higher education and 6.8% – PhD. The Cortes, Rogler and Malgady Bicultural Scale (CRM-BS) was used to evaluate cultural identity in terms of a bicultural model.
Results

7.6% of the study population were found to be in the “culturally marginalized” group (withdrawn and isolated from both the cultures,) 16.1% in the “culturally traditional” (original monocultural,) 24.6% in the “acculturated” (dominant host culture) and 51.7% in the “Bicultural” groups.
Conclusions
We present results providing firm evidence for a bicultural identity through assessments of several domains of acculturation, and showing the high variety of acculturation processes in the study population of Russian-speaking immigrants in a multicultural society of New Zealand.
