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· Abstract:  [BPSD] is the collective term used to describe the group of non-cognitive symptoms experienced in Dementia. 90% of patients with Dementia will have at least one episode of BPSD during their condition. First generation antipsychotics have been widely used for BPSD in the past but due to EPSEs they are less well tolerated than second generation antipsychotics . I looked at the use of antipsychotics in the management of behavioural and psychological symptoms of Dementia. 190 patients with Dementia.

· 107/190 had BPSD [56%]

· The original audit had 49% with BPSD

· Of the 107 patients with BPSD, 58 were prescribed antipsychotics [54%]. 

· Previously 64% were prescribed antipsychotics

· 54% of the patients with BPSD received antipsychotics compared to 64% in the past. This was a welcome change and it shows that the RCPsych and the NICE guidelines were taken into account.

· The percentage of patients reviewed after 1>6 weeks after starting an antipsychotic showed a positive shift [57% to 54% and 82% to 80% for the first and second antipsychotic respectively and 100% for the third antipsychotic]. This was a recommendation from the previous audit.

· Increased need to liaise with families, care homes and GPs and help them understand the need to implement alternate strategies more frequently before trying antipsychotics.

· It is imperative that every attempt is made to wean them off once the behaviour is under control and reasons stated for continued use along with a documentation of adverse effects. 
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