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Abstract (300 word limit)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Migration is a global issue. In Germany the rate of migrants rose steadily and this can also be seen in forensic psychiatric hospitals. In Baden-Württemberg the proportion of migrants in forensic psychiatry is even higher than in the general population. This fact comes with difficulties because of language and culture barriers. But little is known about this population of patients with a migration background in forensic psychiatry. Therefore the aim was to get a clearer picture of the characteristics, the German knowledge and if German lessons are provided in Bavarian forensic psychiatry. 37% of all patients from 11 Bavarian forensic psychiatry had a migration background (compared to 26% in the general population). At t0 235 patients and after 7 months 116 of these patients were surveyed. 44 mother tongues were named and 51.5% of the participants were able to speak German on an A- level, 13.7% on a B- level and 34.8% on a C- level. 51% of the patients with a lower level than C received German lessons, on average 2.5 hours per week (range: 0-10 hours). Differences herein have been detected between facilities: 0 – 5.6 hours per week. After 7 months, only patients with a medium German knowledge at t0 could improve their language skills significantly. German lessons did not affect this gain. But within those patients, who received German lessons, more teaching hours had a positive impact in one-to-one classes, but not in group lessons. It was shown, that migrants in forensic psychiatric hospitals account for a large patient group. 65% of the patients could speak German only on a very basic or medium level, but only 51% of them received lessons. Further, the German lessons could not improve the level after 7 months. But this could be due to the few hours and not the quality. Further, within the patients who received lessons, more hours were only positive in one-to-one classes, which gives a direction how classes for migrants in forensic psychiatry should be conducted. 
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Larissa Titze is a young researcher with a passion in learning more about people, especially people, who are - most of the time – overlooked. The goal is to bring them into the spotlight. With the device: Not talking about them, but with them. Therefore her research mostly focuses on patients with a migration background in forensic psychiatric hospitals in Bavaria. Because there is still very little research on this topic, the work is particularly interesting and hopefully helps to improve the situation for this specific patient group adequately. 
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