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ABSTRACT: 
Atypical antipsychotics are increasingly used not just for psychosis but for other comorbidities as well. Their paradoxical effect in inducing obsessive compulsive symptoms (OCS- including repeated hand washing, checking behavior, counting or cleaning) in schizophrenic patients must be acknowledged. This is a case of Schizophrenia with Comorbid Obsessive Compulsive symptoms. Her symptoms became progressively worse with atypical antipsychotics in spite of being on a Selective Serotonin Reuptake Inhibitor. Length of hospitalization, number medication of trials and refractory symptoms made this case an intriguing and memorable experience. 

PATIENT DESCRIPTION:
 The patient is a 46 year old female of mixed middle -eastern and Caucasian heritage who was well educated, with an affluent background. She started to develop psychotic symptoms around her mid 20’s. She presented to the acute psychiatric stabilization unit with paranoia and delusions. The unit has an average length of stay 5-7 days but due to her refractory symptoms and failure of numerous medication trials, her length of stay was approximately 3 months. 

CONCLUSIONS:

This case reiterates the importance of suspicion and prudence when compulsive symptoms are exacerbated in patients with comorbid Schizophrenia and OCS. 
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