

MODESTY IN A TRANSPARENT WORLD

ABSTRACT
The demand for happiness is an imperative typical of the capitalist world stirred by the drive for consumption. Since Freud it is possible to know that the fault is an individual’s structural element and that there is irreducible discontent in culture (Freud, 1929), which is how Psychoanalysis is originated. 
Today’s society presents two aspects worth highlighting, among others: the first is the drive to believe that we can fill in the fault with consumer goods. Accordingly, the stronger the impulse to consume, the deeper the dissatisfaction. 
Ironically, society at present is marked by the transparency imperative, which presents itself in multiple situations: all is visible in the social networks, surveillance cameras keep filming us all the time, all can be shown (Wajcman, 2010). This results in a logic of amplified pornography that goes beyond the sexual: harrowing deaths triggered by accidents, individuals ripped, devastating catastrophes- all can be seen while it is occurring. 
The question is that showing all this is impossible as our unconscious has veiled something that we do not know. A paradox is now at work: the more something is shown, the more elusive it becomes (Bassols, 2014, p. 42). This explains why the imperative of absolute transparency is a fallacy. 
Modesty is proper to the individual’s dimension as Lacan has pointed out (Lacan, 1969, p.287) as it is a constitutive veil that today, more than ever, has validity. From the Psychoanalysis perspective, a distinction can be drawn between modesty and shame: while the former is mainly concerned with the body, the latter is before the other. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Making room for modesty in an era when transparency prevails is a challenge that implies examining how each individual can preserve the intimate for the sake of his/her own well-being. 
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