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ABSTRACT
BACKGROUND: There has been an increase in public concern about healthcare waste management on a global basis in the past few years. Significant effort has been directed towards safe management of hazardous healthcare waste. However, there is not yet clear understanding of the risks, and as consequences, inadequate management practice are often implemented. This study was conducted to assess risk perception towards healthcare waste among hospital attendants and community people in Kathmandu, Nepal.
METHODOLOGY: A cross sectional hospital and community based studies were carried out among 120 hospital attendants and 270 community people of Kathmandu valley. Simple random sampling technique was used to select the participants. Face-to-face interview was conducted using semi-structured questionnaires. Risk perception of respondents was classified as good and poor based on mean score. Bivariate and multivariate analysis was carried out to determine associates of risk perception towards healthcare waste.
RESULTS: Around 51.0% of hospital attendants and 52.0% of community people had poor risk perception towards healthcare waste. Nearly half (49.2%) of hospital attendants, and 26.3% of community people had inadequate knowledge on healthcare waste management. More than half (56.7%) of hospital attendants and 60.0% of community people had positive attitude towards healthcare waste management. Training on healthcare waste management (p=0.028), housekeeping department (p=0.036) and attitude (p=0.001) were significant factors of risk perception towards healthcare waste among hospital attendants whereas knowledge (p=0.001) was a strong predictor of risk perception towards healthcare waste among community people. 
CONCLUSION: The risk perception towards healthcare waste among the respondents was found to be poor. This highlights the need for extensive awareness programs to make people aware about the risk associated with healthcare waste.
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