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Currently we find ourselves on the precipice of two converging worldviews amidst the pursuit for a unified field theory: reductive-determinism v. emergent-process/event ontologies. Working under the rubric of quantum gravity to discover the fundamental dynamics governing nature, the cosmos and consciousness, we also find ourselves positioned also at the hearth of the human narrative. Recently, a number of critical thinkers and computational analysists in mathematical physics and cosmology have begun to introduce implicit ontological considerations that prove to be of the utmost importance for framing a theory of nature (see e.g., Wuthrich, 2005; Dawid, 2013; 2016; Verlinde, 2010). In this talk I will show how such lines of thinking are nothing new, and that a tried and true philosophy of nature (or cosmology, proper) stands to be realized in terms of what I call an “operational process logic.” It stands to reason the framework(s) we choose will make all the difference when it comes to the applications and end-result of our models—and by extension, the next chapter of our human narrative. This presentation is meant to make the implications of the two trajectories univocal.
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