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Abstract (300 word limit)
Statement of the Problem: The rapid switch to emergency on-line instruction during the pandemic changed life in many ways. For STEM students, there were many hurdles to overcome and some unintended helpful side effects. To discover STEM students’ perceptions to the changes in their university education, they were surveyed in Fall of 2020 to ask about their initial and ongoing challenges and successes. Findings: Students reported that they felt disconnected from learning and the academic community, had difficulties in adjusting to the “new normal”, and that the quality of their education had diminished. On the other hand, most students benefited from the flexibility and convenience of online instruction such as the availability of course resources including recorded class sessions, which increased their academic productivity. Student responses along with some problem-solving suggestions will be discussed.
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Figure 1: A synthesis of the results of the survey showing that students requested transparency about course objectives and deadlines, organization of Learning Management System site, fairness in grading, reasonable expectations, increased human interactions, the loss of relationships, and the need for real-world applications for the topics being presented.
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