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Abstract
Medicines shortages have become a complex global challenge. China experienced frequent shortages of nearly 300 kinds of medicines between 1997 to 2007, 70% of which were in the National Essential Medicines List, covering almost all disease systems. The four main factors leading to the medicines shortages are manufacture, policy, mechanism, and speculative monopoly. Medicines shortages can occur in manufacture, distribution, and consumption. Medicines shortages can lead to delay in patient treatment, increase the work pressure on the medical staff, and put an economic burden on the national health system. International organizations and governments are actively formulating policies to deal with the medicine shortages. The Chinese government has made great efforts to respond to medicines shortages, including establishing medicine shortage monitoring, early warning, and inventory management system, instituting hierarchical linkage response mechanism for the drug supply guarantees, and implementing classified and precise strategies to guarantee the supply of shortage drugs. The author has participated in completing multiple tasks, including formulating the list of children's drugs encouraging research and development, formulating guidelines for the management of medicines shortages in medical institutions, and preparing technical guidelines for classification and substitution of shortage medicines in medical institutions, and developing a national list of medicines in short supply. With the gradual establishment and improvement of the supply guarantee system for the shortage of medicines, the contradiction of the shortage of medicines in China has been eased. At present, there are few large-scale and long-term shortages.
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