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On account of  continuing efforts made by several research and development organizations, associations, non-government and government organizations and user industries over the last more than five decades, India has now emerged as aleading country of the world in the area of production and trade of several economically important aromatic crops. These include menthol mint, lemongrass, citronella, palmarosa, basil, rose, vetiver, among others.Thousands of farmers are growing these crops in rotation with the cereal or vegetable crops. Many of these crops are being grown in poor, degraded and salt affected soils or under rain-fed conditions providing good return to the farmers.The production of these crops have also created avenues for several ancillery activities thus are serving as a mean of employment to the people especially in the rural area.
In the present paper, current status and future prospects of different aromatic crops of India will be presented with special to the availabilty of improved agrotechnologies and high yielding varieties being cultivated on larege scale.
