ABSTRACT (300 words)

Statement of the problem:
The management of glaucoma is straight forward if the patient has mild or burnt out and advanced disease. The grey area in between represents a huge challenge for doctors worldwide. The paediatric population in itself represents multiple challenges, including evolving anatomy, amblyogenic management, familial pressures, challenging examination, anaesthetic challenges and of course, comorbidities. In this talk we will explore these challenges and how to overcome them in a logical way. 
Methodology & Theoretical Orientation:

The basis of this discussion will encompass the following:

Anatomy
-Normal physiology in children vs adults
-Anatomy in aniridia
-Congenital glaucoma
-Anterior Segment dysgenesis

Amblyogenic management
-Refraction
-Patching
-Atropine
-Swimming devices

Familial pressures
-Particular emphasis on managing expectations
-Importance of building trust 
-Relevance of educating the family from the first consultation

Anaesthesia
-EUA when and how. 
-Importance of a systematic approach
-The effects of anaesthesia on pressures 
-Longterm effects of anaesthetics in children

Surgery
-Goniotomy
  Indications
  How to stop the bleeding
  How many attempts before moving on to the next surgical procedure
  Goniotomy in specific cases ei aniridic

-Glaucoma drainage devices:
  Technical differences from implanting in adults
  Accounting for an ever lengthening eye
  Managing complications
  If a tube is not enough, what do we do next?   
  What to do if there is no corneal view?
  What to do if there is no space in the anterior chamber?

Findings: not applicable.

Conclusion & Significance:

1. Correct diagnosis is vital in formulating a tailored management plan.
2. Traditional patch management may not be enough in the management of amblyopia.
3. Aliviating parents anxiety through reinforced education will minimize stress in the child.
4. The reduction of pressure from the various anaesthetic agents needs to be accounted for within the EUA.
5. The smallest surgical details will make the biggest difference in your patient.
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