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Childhood blindness, globally, has been flagged by WHO for priority action. In India , 200,000 to 300,000 children are blind or suffer from severe visual impairment , perhaps, due to lack of access, affordability and availability of timely attention. Their rank would only swell in the absence of concerted cross-sectoral action. In this study, data from interventions over the last four years in five districts was analyzed to uncover the need, the incidence and the magnitude of eye-related issues among the poor school children in the rural areas. The findings clearly point to an urgent, structured and systematic campaign to address this problem which could prevent several thousand children losing their sight and forced to live the rest of their life in darkness.
