Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder - Australian Diagnostic Criteria and experience of a setting up an Assessment Service in a Rural Centre.
 
Foetal alcohol spectrum disorder is being increasingly recognised around the world.  Significant time and effort has gone into producing an Australian FASD Diagnostic Assessment Guideline which is modelled on the Canadian system. Upskilling for paediatricians, allied health staff and those in the juvenile justice system is slowly occurring within Australia.  An outline of recent studies in Australia indicating high levels of FASD in the juvenile detention population will be discussed. A recent meta-analysis outlines the increased prevalence in special subpopulations throughout the world. Ideally we want to diagnose FASD earlier in a child's life to try and improve their trajectory.  I will briefly describe a process set up to assess children for FASD entering into out of home care in a rural centre and the difficulties with diagnostic assessment that have been identified so far.  I am hopeful this presentation can both educate those attending the conference in FASD as well as encourage them to set up an assessment processes within their local area.
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