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A mass presenting in any part of the body is almost always initially regarded as neoplastic unless proven otherwise. This is a case of a previously healthy 17-year old male who presented with an 8-week history of slow growing mass on sternal area with bilateral shoulder pain, limitation of trunk rotation, and weight loss.  He had primary complex at 1 year old treated with triple anti-koch’s for 6 months. Physical examination showed a 9x9cm erythematous, warm to touch, firm, non-moveable, slightly tender mass on sternum. Chest CT scan revealed an anterior mediastinal mass with signs of osteomyelitis. Patient underwent open biopsy with frozen section biopsy which revealed approximately 10cc purulent material and Chronic Granulomatous Inflammation with Langhans Giant Cells with caseation necrosis, hence, our final diagnosis is sternal TB.  Sternal TB occurs in 1% of extrapulmonary TB and is acquired through reactivation of latent TB that spreads via hematogenous route to the bone from primary infection. Definitive diagnosis is through histological and microbiological findings. The mainstay treatment for Sternal TB is quadruple anti-koch’s therapy for 6-12 months with or without surgery depending on the presentation at hand. Prognosis is excellent with good compliance to medications.
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