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Abstract
Good health starts with good nutrition. It allows children to stay well, do better in school, and recover from illness more quickly. Nourished mothers have healthier babies. And healthier communities are better equipped to prevent and fight disease. 
Despite dramatically increased agricultural production and a rising standard of living in many low- and middle-income countries, malnutrition continues to hinder communities worldwide. Every year, poor nutrition contributes to the death of an estimated 3 million children, and an estimated 162 million children under five years of age will experience stunted growth—limiting both their physical and cognitive development.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Nutrition is affected by many health and environmental factors, including care and feeding practices, access to and use of health care services, food production and consumption patterns, urbanization, agricultural practices, climate change, and women’s empowerment. More and more, effective solutions will need to reach across disciplines and sectors, including the private and public sectors, universities, environmental organizations, livestock specialists, the scientific community, and pharmaceutical and agricultural companies.  
Yet worldwide, undernutrition hinders communities and contributes to the deaths of an estimated 3 million children every year. Conversely, a growing overweight and obesity epidemic is contributing to rising rates of noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) —the leading cause of death worldwide.
Breast milk offers babies crucial nutrition and immunity but has not always been prioritized in global efforts. PATH is leading the way  to close the gap by supporting countries and communities to promote exclusive breastfeeding during the first six months of a baby’s life. They also engage leaders to establish and expand human milk banks to provide safe donated milk to at-risk, vulnerable babies. By so doing, they are advancing new tools to assist milk banks, such as an easy-to-use, mobile phone–based pasteurization monitoring system and global guidelines to enable safe and consistent practice.

