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Background: International guidelines highlight the importance of a competency-based nursing educational approach to foster the knowledge, skills and attitudes linked with the content of patient safety which focus on non-technical competencies, such as teamwork, communication and regularizing culture of safety. Evidence shows that patient safety is not taught to students as a separate topic but is often implicit and incidental, thus it brings about an erosion to nursing students’ familiarity with issues regarding the patient safety phenomenon. Also, the level of students’ confidence in what they learned about the topic in the classroom and clinical setting, is unclear. Purpose: To explore and compare the extent of nursing students’ awareness of patient safety issues, as perceived in the context of nursing education in the academic and clinical settings. Methodology: A descriptive–comparative study. Three and fourth-year students from Cyprus (n=243) and Greece (n=481) participated.  A 34-item Health Professional Education Patient Safety Survey (H-PEPSS) was used to measure students’ confidence in knowledge in six key areas of patient safety, as proposed by the Canadian Patient Safety Institute. Findings: Students were significantly more confident in what they had learned about patient safety in the classroom comparing to the clinical setting. The clinical aspects of safety dimension exhibit the highest mean score in both settings. Students’ confidence declined when they learned about “Working in teams” in the clinical setting. Moderate to high correlations were observed between the variables of class and clinical settings with the highest being in the dimension “Working in teams”.  Conclusion & Significance: Students stated higher confidence in the classroom comparing to the clinical setting. The study illustrated the gap between theory and practice and suggested that a modification in teaching patient safety issues should be considered. Matching the competencies in the classroom with practice needs can have a positive domino effect on managing situations at risk.
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