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In the UK, patients that undergo orthognathic surgery have historically been thought to require inpatient admission and at least one overnight stay in hospital for monitoring. However, since the introduction of the new day case surgery standards in 2019, the idea of carrying out orthognathic surgery as a day case is becoming more of an accepted idea amongst clinicians. The 2019 coronavirus pandemic in the UK caused huge delays in the waiting list of elective surgeries due to the cessation of all elective procedures (including orthognathic surgery) and a reduction in hospital beds available once services slowly started to return as normal. This has catalysed the consideration of carrying out orthognathic surgery as a day case, in order to be able to treat as many patients as possible during these unpredictable times and to reduce further delay in orthodontic treatment. The aim of this presentation is to evaluate the suitability of orthognathic surgery as a day case procedure, to discuss the risks involved when carrying out jaw surgery as a day case, barriers we can expect in the initial stages of its introduction and to propose criteria to facilitate the shift into this new model for the future. Hospitals that currently practise day case orthognathic surgery will be evaluated for their protocols and their overall experience in day case jaw surgery. In an era where the coronavirus pandemic has further contributed to financial constraints and delayed treatment, this could be a stable move in the right direction in order to optimise patient care. 
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