Obestatin and Nt8U as modulators of fat deposition in mice
[bookmark: _GoBack]In an attempt to establish the minimum length of the gastro-peptide Obestatin required for its activity, three overlapping fragments of obestatin each 13 residues long were synthesized and assayed for their effect in mice. The active N-terminal fragment was further modified to obtain the potent analog Nt8U. Micro array analysis of epididymal adipose tissue of mice treated with obestatin, Nt8U and the N-terminal fragment revealed genes related to glycerolipid metabolism and signally by PPAR-gamma were enhanced. These observations have lead us to hypothesise that obestatin and Nt8U bring about reduction in food intake leading to lipolysis. The hence produced free fatty acids act as ligands for activation of PPAR-gamma.
