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Abstract:
This study examines the trends and patterns of averages vis-a-vis inequalities in child malnutrition by wealth status of household across regions and place of residence of Nepal. Data from two rounds of Nepal Demographic and Health Survey (NDHS) 2006 and 2011 were analyzed. The proportion of children Underweight, Stunting and Wasting (moderate and severe) have been used as dependent variables and wealth index as a proxy for economic status of the household. Results indicated that, in spite of a substantial improvement in average nutritional status from 2006-2011, corresponding improvement was not observed in inequality in nutritional status of children. Further, the findings suggest that the inequalities in child malnutrition in Nepal are swimming against its progress in averages. This implies that benefits of improvements in child nutritional status by passed the children of poorest wealth quintiles while it disproportionately benefitted children of richer and richest wealth quintiles.
