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Background: Global estimates of food insecure population stand at 825 million to 850 million. Regional estimates of the food insecure population include 263 million in South Asia, 268 million in China and Southeast Asia, 60 million in South and Central America and the Caribbean, 2012 million in sub-Saharan Africa and 50 million in other regions of the world. Household food insecurity is a complex, multidimensional phenomenon created by the non availability of sufficient food to meet the needs of all household members. Food insecurity emerged as a key problem and development challenge in Ethiopia in the early 1970s and became all-encompassing in the subsequent decades. The country is characterized by its smallholder agriculture and they face challenges. The land used under perennial crops and production were decreased in an alarming rate in Ilugelan district of Oromia region in last five years. 
Methodology: community based cross-sectional study design was employed aimed at the determinants of food insecurity in the Ilugelan District. A Sample of 151 smallholder farmers were selected using Simple Random sampling method from two purposively selected Kebeles namely Meta and Siba. Analytical tools included both descriptive and inferential statistics. 
Result and Conclusion: Based on the recommended daily food intake of 2,100 calorie per day as bench marks to classify household’s food security, Binary logistic regression model identified marital status, dependency ratio, farm size, use of inputs -fertilizer, herbicide and insecticide, land degradation and soil fertility. A Coping strategy index at household level had been calculated and inferential statistics was used to test the variability of the index by gender of the household. The study revealed that female headed households have a higher mean coping strategy index versus mean coping strategy index of for male headed households. Land management practice and necessary farm inputs are the most recommended measures to be taken by the office of agriculture and rural management.
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