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Availability of nutritous food does not automatically translate to better food choices. Similarly, having income does not imply smallholder households will purchase nutrious foods. Raising awareness on production, selection and proper preparation and consumption  of food has potential to improve dietary practices and hence nutrition outcomes. Passing nutrition messages to households requires well equiped facilitators with approperiate education materials suitable for a given context.  The government of Kenya through the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock was supported to develop comprehensive nutrition education training material to ensure uniform messaging at community level within the context of Agriculture. The material- ‘Agrinutrition Community Dialogue Cards- was developed through collation of various existing materials, reviewing to harvest the content to adapt and develop a single comprehensive nutrition education material. The material focus on nutrition in the lifecycle with emphasis on the first 1000 days of life. The Agrinutrition Community Dialogue cards were pretested in various regions of the country, revised and finalized. The material has simplified messages, minimum text but more illustrations, making it easy to use even for the illiterate in the households. The use of the cards has ensured systematic and uniform nutrition messaging to households with subsequent improvement in dietary practices in the households studied where minimum dietary diversity changed from 3.2 at baseline to 3.5 at end line. The government has put measures to mainstream nutrition messaging in its agricultural programs using the material. This can be replicated in other countries to support nutrition mainstreaming within Agricultural programs to maximise nutrition benefits in agriculture.
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