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Abstract*: 
Professional geriatric competence is a fundamental element in the provision of geriatric nursing care which is related to professional standards to ensure the safety and quality of nursing care. This study aimed to assess the professional geriatric competencies among internship undergraduate nursing students in Iran. A  cross-sectional observational study was conducted from January 2020–February  2020. We used a nursing mini clinical evaluation exercise (Mini-CEX) instrument to measure professional geriatric competency. The mini-CEX questionnaire was in Likert-scale format, each core competency was rated on a nine-point scale as unsatisfactory (1–3), satisfactory (4–6), or superior (7–9). The seven different geriatric skill competency domains for evaluating the students' geriatric skill competency consists; Nursing communication skill and history taking, Physical examination skills, Clinical judgment /nursing intervention, Consultation / Health Education to patient and family, Nursing professionalism, Implementation organization/efficacy, and Overall nursing geriatric competency. All competencies behaviors were rated by ten trained evaluators based on observed bedside practices for the selected case of Geriatric patients in medical-surgical wards A checklist specifically was designed and prepared by the research team for helping the evaluators to measure professional competency that refers to geriatric skills competencies assessment in geriatric patients. A total of 153 nursing students from two nursing schools in Iran were selected by a convenience sampling method. Our results showed the age of undergraduate nursing students varies from 22 to 24 years old (M|=22.58, SD=98). Two-thirds of the students were female (66%) and married (71%). Results of professional geriatric competencies showed that the majority of domains were at a satisfactory level meanwhile, the highest level of professional competency skills is for history taking &communication skills at a superior level and the lowest level is related to physical exam skill at an unsatisfactory level. This study can help nursing education to identify which area of nursing professional geriatric competencies requires to be better to guarantee the best practice and education is afforded to undergraduate nursing students to the development of their professional geriatric competencies and so nursing professionalism in the future profession.
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