                                                                                                                       [image: image1.jpg]AR





Title: Which legal avenues  and advocacy tools can have a national and international  association/civil society organization  to put pressure on governments to improve  women’s access to abortion
Authors
Silvana agatone, Hospital Sandro Pertini Rome (Primary Presenter) 

Irene Donadio, International Planned Parenthood Federation European Network (IPPF EN) in Brussels, Belgium
Objective
 Improving the implementation of  the Italian domestic regulation of abortion and consciense based refusal of care;a useful example for other countries 
Following Italian abortion law, Act No. 194 of 1978, a woman can access abortion during the first 90 days of pregnancy for health, economic, social or family circumstances and after the first 90 days, in case of threat to a woman’s life, physical or mental health. Health-care providers may refuse to take part in abortion procedures, except where there is an imminent danger to the life of the woman, and only in relation to care specifically intended to terminate a pregnancy; Refusing gynecologists were 70.7% in 2014 and, in some regions almost 90%. The numbers are steadily rising, causing a constant reduction in abortion facilities. Women are refused when non-objecting doctors are sick or on vacation, retired or die. T women to travel in the country, abroad, undergo clandestine abortions, or be forced to carry the pregnancy to term.  
LAIGA ,the Italian League of doctors who provide abortion ,and IPPF,the largest global SRHR champion ,have used a successful litigation in human rights for a to put pressure on the Italian government
Design and method
LAIGA and IPPF EN started successful litigation against Italy. The experience led to a case study and good practice that can be shared with others facing similar challenges. The collaboration started with the submission by IPPF EN, supported by LAIGA, and followed by CGIL (the biggest Italian Trade Union) supported by LAIGA of two collective complaints to the European Committee of Social and Economic Rights of the Council of Europe in 2012 and 2013. We claimed the violation of the Social Charter articles on the right to health and on non-discrimination. Both submissions were successful and are used in advocacy and media work to increase the government accountability and call for change. (1°: Collective Complaint IPPF EN v. Italy n°87/2012; 2°CGIL v. Italy n°91/2013)

The second step was the submission of a shadow report to the review of Italy by the United States Human Rights Committee under the UN International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights that also led to a decision against Italy in March 2017. (link)
Results
National and foreign press reported about the rulings against Italy, calling for measures to be taken and causing great embarrassment to the Italian government.  The case was reported in human rights literature raising awareness among scholars, experts, and leaders. Peer pressure was created:  46 foreign ambassadors to the the Council of Europe were informed. Further pressure comes now from the national and European Parliament.. 

Conclusions: 
The government is accountable and aware of the unsatisfying situation.  Further concerted constant pressure is built by CSOs and the members of the Italian national parliament, and other agencies. The government must further study the phenomenon and may look into the unmet demand of women instead of just the number of current services provided.  Some hospitals are making targeted recruiting processes to ensure non-refusal.  The decisions are part of new caselaw on abortion of the leading European and international Human Rights standard setting bodies
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