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Abstract
Background  
Investigating the learning approaches of a nursing student using the motivation of the Biggs(R-SPQ-2F) scale is of importance to determine the learner's prior knowledge and the educational needs of the learners. In this connection, teachers can tailor fit their methodological teaching, thus improving the quality of education.
Purpose 
This study aims to investigate the demographic information of the learners, the attitudes of the learners in terms of surface and deep approach, and the association of demographic profiles with the attitudes of the learners.


Study design 
	The researchers employed a quantitative-cross-sectional survey. 

Method 
This study used a survey questionnaire as the primary tool to gather the data. The study was conducted at Abdulrahman Bin Faisal University in Dammam and the University of Hail, Hail region, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. A convenience sampling was used in this study resulted to 349 nursing students. One-way Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) was used to test the difference between the surface learning approach and the deep learning approach of the respondents across their profile. Pearson r was used to test the relationship between the learning approach of the respondents as to age and year level.   All statistical analyses were performed at 0.05 level of significance.



Findings 

A significant difference on age (F (3, 345) = 35.71; p = 0.01] and program type [t (347) = -8.81, p = 0.01] found with deep learning approach, while  there is also noted difference on surface learning and students’ profile particularly on age [F(3, 345) = 32.25; p = 0.01],  and program type(bridging/regular)[ t(347)= -8.36, p = 0.01]. Regarding utilization of deep (M=28.37 SD=9.91) and surface (M=28.15, SD=9.52) learning approaches of the students, there found no difference. Meanwhile, there is a moderate positive significant relationship between age, and deep and surface learning approach, and vice versa(r=0.47, n=349, p=0.01), and (r=0.45, n=349, p=0.01), respectively.



Conclusion 
The age and the program type(regular/bridging) have a significant difference for deep and surface learning approach. Concerning on the utilization of learning approaches (whether deep or surface) there found no significant difference. On the other hand, the deep and surface learning approaches found significantly related to age of the respondents. 
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