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Infectious disease outbreaks in Sub Saharan Africa, 2010-2020 

Statement of the Problem: outbreaks of major infectious diseases cause hundreds of deaths each year in Sub-Saharan Africa. Most of these communicable diseases have been almost eliminated in other parts of the developed world. Significant efforts have been aimed towards government health initiatives and strategies that have the potential for significant impact on the fight against infectious diseases. In 1998, the World Health Organization, African Regional Office launched the Integrated Disease Surveillance and Response  strategy which aimed at reducing the effects of communicable diseases, through improving Pandemic preparedness, disease surveillance and health care systems. Over the past decade, the World Health Organization and its partner’s institutions in Africa have been providing technical and financial resources to African countries to strengthen epidemic preparedness and response. 
Methods: This review focused on the main outbreaks reported to World Health Organization, Africa regional offices from 2010 to 2020. We conduct a review of reports and documents received from the regional offices, the WHO international team, and partners and organized meetings and discussions with key stakeholders to obtain the experiences of local, regional and international efforts to combat these epidemics. In order to assess the experience gained and stimulate a debate on the future direction of strengthening of the RPE.
Results: The most major reported epidemics in sub- Saharan Africa before corona virus were: Malaria, cholera, and Ebola, The reporting of major disease outbreaks to the Africa regional offices of the World Health Organization has since improved especially with the launch of the IDSR strategy in 1998. Although, cholera epidemics trends have showed a decrease in case fatality rate suggesting an improvement in detection and quality of health care management and response, the number of affected countries however has increased. Serious epidemics continue to rage in most countries in the region. Some of the main challenges include: poor coordination of the RPE, poor public health infrastructure, lack of trained staff and an uneven supply of diagnostic, treatment and prevention products.
Conclusion & Significance: To successfully reduce the levels of diseases and death resulting from epidemic outbreaks requires long-term investment to build capacity for early detection and rapid and effective action. Effective efforts to influence cooperate and mobilize resources, involving local health authorities, governments and the international community, are essential to reduce the heavy burden of epidemics on the African population.
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