Forensic nursing education; opportunities and challenges
Forensic nursing (FN) is defined by the International Association of Forensic Nursing (IAFN) as the application of nursing science to public or legal proceedings. This discipline emerged through nurses working with death investigators and medical examiners to provide care and empathy for the family of the deceased as a basic part of nursing job.  It had passed through many stages and was finally recognized as a nursing specialty by the IAFN and American Nurses Association (ANA) in 1990s. 
While they were more involved with the offenders in custody and mental health institutions in UK and Australia, forensic nurses in USA worked with victims of violence including child abuse, elder abuse, domestic violence and sexual assault. Having nurses who were educated in forensics broadened the suspiciousness factor that should be presented by any medical staff and moved them through suspicion to recognition, and reporting.
A self-administered questionnaire was distributed to registered nurses who are working in Emergency departments of secondary hospitals in the area of Dammam, Saudi Arabia to explore the knowledge, awareness and attitude of nurses toward forensic nursing. A total of 96 participants responded to the questionnaire with females representing 78% (n: 75). Diploma was the highest earned nursing degree in 95% (n: 91) of participants. Only 33% (n: 32) were aware of the term forensic nursing and the majority of the respondents gave invalid or didn't know the answers to knowledge questions. A total of 77% (n: 74) agreed that they are not adequately trained for handling forensic cases.
Arab countries including Saudi Arabia had started to recognized the importance of this specialty and steps had been taken toward providing well trained forensic nurses who are ready to indulge into forensic work. 

